
Oh, the places we've 
been! This Fall has been an 
incredibly active time. Most of our 
Branches have had events since our 
last edition of Twigs. Live Oak held its 
annual CHAMPS Miniature Show and 
Sale in El Cerrito. Also in El Cerrito, 
Acorn Branch hosted their annual 
Italian Dinner. This was a three-
generation affair with grandkids as 
event servers and sons and brothers 

as chefs. 
Lombardy threw a successful Octoberfest fundraiser at a 
private home in Orinda.  With German beer flowing, guests 
enjoyed live music, bratwurst and sauerkraut. Cacao's third 
annual Jazz Jam at Yoshi’s featured a remarkable lineup of 
young talent including including Max Simas, the son of 
Susanne, our office manager extraordinaire. Garden Branch 
held a Fall Festival at the Elks Lodge in Alameda. Members 
treated guests to a fun raffle, extensive boutique, musical 
entertainment and tasty lunch. Wine tasting, raffles, silent 
auction, live auction and a paddle raise to purchase newborn 
hearing test equipment helped make the 29th Annual Rowan 
Branch Gala evening memorable and profitable. 
 

Additionally, the Family House celebrated its 30-year 
anniversary in early October. My mother-in-law Sharon was a 
very active volunteer since Family House opened its doors. It 
was moving to hear stories of the Branches vital role in the 
creation of Family House and our unwavering support in the 
past three decades. If you haven’t stopped by in a while, you 
would be impressed with the revamp and refurbishment 
Rachele Patin and her team have accomplished. Family House 
is always in need of your donations.

Branches Board member Marilyn Zecher and I attended the 
Bud Branch November meeting. It was a joy to speak with so 
many philanthropically minded high school girls who are carry-
ing on the Bud Branch legacy. 
 
Our Bambino Thrift Shop recently held their annual private 
shopping event. Every visit, I come home with bags of 
wonderful new finds. This was no exception. Congratulations 
to the staff and tireless volunteers at Bambino that continue to 
make the shop a thriving source of income for the Branches.
 

2017 Board of  Directors
Kristina Smith....................... President
Lucy Talbot.......................... V.P.
Cyndi Santaella................... Treasurer
Mary Lou Carter................... Secretary
Cece Werson.......................  Parliamentarian
Eileen Caponio.................... Rowan
Debbie Civello..................... Rowan
Sheila Challey....................... Rowan
Julie Davidson...................... Lombardy
Wendy Dunn........................ Lombardy
Jeannie Graham................... Garden
Mae Ritz................................ Acorn
Lynne Wilson........................ Acorn
Marilyn Zecher...................... Garden

Christmas came a bit early to our Branches office. We were the 
recipient of a generous bequest from a longtime Acorn 
member’s family trust. This planned giving will help us 
continue our vital support of Children’s. Please consider 
adding Children’s Hospital Branches, Inc. when doing your 
estate planning.
 
The Branches Board too has been thoughtful about our 
collective future. We have taken steps to improve our website, 
have taken advantage of non-profit tech discounts and have 
created a mission statement: 
 
"Our mission is to raise funds and awareness 
throughout the Greater San Francisco Bay Area for 
specific unmet needs at UCSF Benioff Children’s 
Hospital Oakland while providing service, 
friendship, leadership and educational opportunities 
for our dedicated and diverse membership." 

I am inspired by Branch members who live out our mission 
daily in their Branch activities.This statement encapsulates our 
purpose, desire and best wishes for our amazing organization 
now and in years to come! Please feel free to share it widely. 

Thanks to our hundreds of Branch member as well as our 
donors, sponsors and event attendees, we have enjoyed an 
incredibly rewarding and profitable year. Our 2017 funds 
will be disbursed to our beloved hospital in January. Have a 
wonderful holiday season and I look forward to seeing you at 
Branch events in the New Year!

I am inspired by Branch members who live out our mission daily.
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Our diverse Branches were well represented at the Gen-
eral Meeting and Luncheon held at CHORI is late Sep-
tember. We toured the leading-edge research institute 
and discussed exciting new happenings for UCSF Benioff 
Children’s Hospital Oakland and the Branches. We then 
enjoyed a delicious lunch hosted by the Foundation. The 
highlight of the event was the informative and moving pan-

el discussion about Sickle Cell Disease. A lead researcher, 
hematologist, patient and parent shared their experiences. 
We received such positive feedback about the panel format 
that we are attempting to have another panel discussion on 
another informative topic for our February General Meet-
ing. More information on this will be forthcoming. Please 
plan on attending. 
      

September All Branches   
General Meeting



Doctors, Patient, and 
Mom Share Sickle Cell 
Challenges
Beth Tagawa
Children's Health Writer
UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospitals Foundation

Soon after her son was born, Passion Broussard got an 
unexpected call from the hospital: A routine screening 
revealed that Kevin had sickle cell disease. “That changed 
my world,” Passion says. “Everything for me became about 
Kevin.” Leaving behind a thriving music career in Los Ange-
les, she moved her family to the Bay Area so Kevin could be 
treated at UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital Oakland—one 
of the country’s most advanced sickle cell centers. And she’s 
so thankful she did.

Now 20, Kevin joined his mother and his doctor, Anne 
Marsh, MD, on Sept. 25 for a panel discussion at the an-
nual Branches General Meeting and Luncheon. Also on 
the panel was Mark Walters, MD, director of the blood 
and marrow transplantation program. Sickle cell, which af-
flicts approximately 100,000 people in the U.S., can cause 
anemia, serious infections, and organ damage. Bouts of 
extreme pain attack without warning, feeling like shards of 
glass in the veins or getting hit with a baseball bat.

Thanks to the expert care at UCSF Benioff Oakland, Kevin, 
an avid skateboarder, has lived a mostly normal life. But 
sometimes he’s hit by an extreme pain crisis that can last 
over a week. "Every time I’m in pain, my team is right by my 
bedside, communicating about what I need,” Kevin says. 
“They’ve been with me all of my life, and they do a wonder-
ful job of keeping me healthy.” Sickle cell disease predomi-
nantly affects African Americans, and many patients receive 
substandard care, says Dr. Marsh.

“We feel it’s our moral responsibility as caregivers to make 
sure these kids have quality care—and that doesn’t happen 
at a lot of institutions,” she says. “For me, this job is the 
perfect combination of health care and social justice.”

"Every time I'm in pain, my team is right by my bedside."



A Home Away 
From Home for 
Happy Anniversary, 
Family House! 3 Years

Family House was originally founded in the 1980’s 
by families whose children had been treated at Children’s 
Hospital. The effort was originally spearheaded by Jeff and 
Roseanne Cheung, with financial support and countless 
volunteer hours provided by Children’s Hospital Branches 
as well as the Junior League of Oakland-East Bay, among 
others. The founders wanted a place where weary families 
could stay while their children were hospitalized. Fami-
lies often travel from far-away corners of California and 
surrounding states to UCSF Benioff Children's Hospital 
Oakland. 
 
Funding was challenging initially. “It was like Prom; we had 
the dress, the limo, the corsage–now all we needed was 
the date,” says Jeff Cheung jokingly about finding a fund-
ing partner. “Junior League promised funding only if we 
could find another organization to match their donation. 
Children’s Hospital Branches stepped it up, off course, and 
offered to match the pledge made by Junior League two 
to one."  The Branches have been a loyal supporter ever 
since. After years of planning and building, Family House 

was able to welcome the very first family on July 5, 1987. 
“Our families are so thankful to have a comforting place 
to come during the stressful time when their child is in the 
hospital,” says House Manager, Rachele Patin. “We really 
could not have done it without all of the loving and stead-
fast help from all of our volunteers over the years.” 
 
Family House is almost always at their maximum capac-
ity of 80 overnight guests who make a temporary home in 
one of the 16 beautifully appointed bedrooms. Six to eight 
day guests are welcomed each day as well. They can take 
a break from the hospital to shower, have a meal or use 
the gym for the day. Family House offers two kitchens, six 
bathrooms, a playroom, a gym, two TV rooms, two laundry 
rooms, and many other conveniences for families who need 
to be away from home during the stressful time of their 
child’s hospital stay. Breakfast is served daily, as is a daily 
salad bar and an afternoon meal on most days. For a full 
wish list, please contact Susanne at the Branches office, or 
call Family House. 

Main courses and sides are needed for upcoming holiday 
meals. Items can be dropped off December 24th and 25th. 
Please call Family House at (510) 428-3100 to let them know 
which dish you plan to bring! Family House is happy to ac-
cept gift cards from Safeway, Trader Joe's and Costco. No 
dessert needed, as Katrina Rozelle Pastires has generusly 

donated lots of desserts.  

Thanks for your support! Items can be dropped off at 
5222 Dover Street, Oakland CA  94609



Under the Tuscan Sun
Acorn Branch Italian Dinner

On September 16, 2017, Acorn Branch  
hosted their Annual Italian dinner, Under 
the Tuscan Sun, at St. Jerome Catholic 
Church Parish Hall. The 130 guests were     
treated to a delicious Italian meal of 
Chicken, Pasta, Salad and Tiramisu. 
Second and third generation Acorn Branch 
daughters and sons helped serve includ-
ing students from St. Mary’s High School 
and School of the Madeleine in Berkeley. 
Always a fun and successful event, Acorn 
Branch raised $7,000. Thanks to all of our 
loyal friends and supporters. We can’t do it 
without you!



On a beautiful fall evening, over 100 guests gathered for the Lombardy Branch’s Octoberfest!  The party was hosted in 
Orinda, at the beautiful home of Mark and Sara Nelson.  The Lombardy ladies were outfitted in white and blue gingham, 
and the Octoberfest decorations, full of pumpkins and sunflowers created a nice harvest motif.  German beer was aplenty 
with custom made beer steins for all to take home.  German delicacies such as pretzels, bratwurst and potato salad filled 
the buffet and a two piece band playing classic German music added to the wonderful ambiance.

As a result of this event, the Lombardy Branch raised $8,000 to benefit UCSF Benioff Children's Hospital Oakland.

2 0 1 7



JAZZ JAM 
Sweet grooves at Yoshi's, Oakland 

When Cacao put on their Third Annual Jazz Jam at 
Yoshi's on October 22, the entire block on Jack London 
Square in Oakland was swinging. Youth performers from 
Walnut Creek, Lafayette and Oakland had about 130 
guests entertained. Northgate High School Jazz Ensem-
ble, the jazz quartet Kojiro, as well as beautiful vocalist 

high school senior from Holy Names High School, Kai 
Freeman, captured the hearts of the audience. 

Members from five different Branches were in at-
tendance for this lively event, and are already looking 
forward to next year!



Rowan Branch
REDWHITE&ROSÉ

Benefiting UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital Oakland

November 4th, 2017
Diablo Country Club

Rowan Branch
REDWHITE&ROSÉ

Benefiting UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital Oakland

November 4th, 2017
Diablo Country Club

Rowan Branch members and 150 guests gathered at Diablo Country Club on Saturday, November 4, to celebrate Rowan’s 
29th annual Gala des Enfants. The theme was Red, White and Rose’ and all things wine were featured, with vineyard decor 
and many wine donations auctioned. Six wineries attended and poured wine for tasting during the cocktail hour, accom-
panied by appetizers especially paired for each wine by Diablo’s chef. Special guests Dr. Michael Anderson, CEO of UCSF 
Benioff Children’s Hospitals and Dr. Art D’Harlingue, medical director of the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at UCSF Benioff 
Oakland, spoke movingly of the good work at Children’s and the NICU. The Fund A Need paddle raise brought in $42,000 
for newborn hearing loss detection equipment for the NICU, a live band and dancing concluded the magical evening. All 
told, the event netted more than $160,000. 



The Winter Ball 2017 is almost here! Please join Hill Branch 
and all of UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital Oakland as we 
celebrate the holidays and 19 burgeoning young philan-
thropists at our annual Debutante Ball on December 22. 
Hill Branch has been hard at work to ensure that this will 
be beautiful evening as we raise funds for the hospital. We 
would love to have members of all Branches attend! Please 
contact Elizabeth Shaw at 5attheshaws@comcast.net for 
ticket information.
We are also already planning for next year’s event and are 
actively looking for philanthropic young women to include 
in the festivities. If you know a high school senior whom 
you believe would enjoy participating, please contact Joan 
Cannon at joancannon08@comcast.net for her to receive 
an invitation. We look forward to hearing from you!

Winter Ball 2017 General Meeting
Monday, February 26, 2018 

9:30-11:30 

9:30 Coffee & Pastries 
10:00 CHB Business 

10:30 Panel discussion, presentation Q&A

OPC Auditorium 
UCSF Benioff Children's Hospital Oakland 

747 52nd Street
Oakland, CA  94609



Garden Branch 
Fall Festival
The ladies of Garden Branch held their 55th Annual Lun-
cheon on October 24th. The fall themed event was hosted 
at the Elks Lodge in Alameda–a lovely spot for the hundred 
guests who joined in for delicious cocktails as they strolled 
the many creative and highly desirable raffle items. A wide 
selection of lovingly made foods and crafts were also for 
sale. Guests were treated to a yummy boxed lunch as they 
listened to standards sung by local songstress Heather 
Watson. The event brought in $4,326 in proceeds. 



Bambino Private Holiday 
Shopping Event 
Once a year, Bambino holds a staff appreciation 
day along with a special friends and family private 
shopping event. This year was no exception. Many 
volunteers from the community and several of the 
Branches worked hard on reorganizing the entire 
shop, and together they held a festive and success-
ful shopping event, attended by about 60 shoppers 
who delighted in luscious treats and holiday cheer 
on November 5. In just 3 hours, this event resulted 
in an impressive $5,670 benefitting UCSF Benioff 
Children's Hospital Oakland. 

If you, a neighbor or a friend, have a storage space, 
a garage, a spare room or even an empty closet, The 
Bambino Shop would like you to consider letting us 
store items in your space. Please get in touch today!

Carol Miller (510) 655-0541 
Lani at Bambino (510) 658-7473
Store hours: 
Tuesday through Friday 10am–3pm
Saturday 12–4pm

Thank you for helping us find creative ways to store 
our merchandise.



What Will Your 
Legacy Inspire 
and Create?
As we approach year end and start enjoying the holidays 
and special times with family and friends, it may also be 
a time to consider something that could create a differ-
ent and yet very powerful kind of giving. While we call it 
Planned Giving, it may be more accurate to call it  tax-ad-
vantaged giving and it dovetails nicely with other year end 
planning tasks you may undertake.

My job here at the Foundation is to facilitate and assist 
members of the Branches to see if this type of giving 
would benefit you.  There are so many options and ways 
to help the Branches while benefiting yourself with some 
savvy tax planning.  Consider making a gift directly to the 
Branches of appreciated assets, like long-term appreciated 
stock or other securities. You can avoid capital gains tax 
and receive an immediate charitable deduction based on 
fair market value.

For those who have reached age 70½, take advantage of the Charitable IRA Rollover to make a simple and tax-wise gift. 
You may donate up to $100,000 to the Branches without treating the distribution as taxable income.   You can also name 
the Branches as a beneficiary on your retirement accounts, eliminating income and estate taxes on these assets in your 
estate and potentially leaving more for your family and heirs.  Finally, you can realize tremendous personal satisfaction by 
making a bequest to the Branches, in your estate plans. I can personally attest to the extraordinary generosity of Branches 
members using planned gift techniques to better support your wonderful charity.  I am happy to work with you and your 
advisors to determine the best way for you to meet your philanthropic goals.  

Please contact Tina Hurley at 510-428-3834  
or tina.hurley@ucsf.edu for more information.

"I can personally attest to the extraordinary generosity of  
Branches members using planned gift techniques to better 

support your wonderful charity." 



Early Christmas Gift 
Doyle Trust 
Carol and Phil Doyle had a love for Children's Hospi-
tal.  Being childless, they adopted Children’s and de-
voted their time and energy to helping kids in need. 
In the 1960's Carol joined the Acorn Branch in El Cer-
rito.  Carol, a librarian, and her husband Phil, lived in 
El Cerrito for many years before retiring to Rossmoor. 

Carol Mae Erickson Doyle
April 1, 1934 - July 23, 2016

Children’s Hospital Branches 
Highlights Board Member:

Julie Davidson
Julie Davidson is a member of Lombardy Branch, and is on 
her third year as a member of the CHB board. Born and 
raised in the Bay Area, she remembers Children’s Hospital 
Branches from childhood, as both her mom and grand-
mother were dedicated members of Rowan Branch. 

In 1989, Julie was a Debutante in the Hill Branch program. 
She then worked at the PICU at Children’s Hospital Oak-
land while attending nursing school, and is now a Pediatric 
RN by profession. Julie was happy to join Lombardy Branch 
in 2011 after moving back to the East Bay from Southern 
California, where she worked at Children’s Hospital of Or-
ange County. 

Julie’s fondest Lombardy Branch memory is putting on the 
fashion shows the past few years, where doctors and their 
young patients strut their stuff on the runway. The kids are 
just beaming with joy to be part of the event; their happy 
smiles remind Julie of why members volunteer time to raise 
money for the Hospital. 

They gave generously of their time and resources to the events sponsored by 
Acorn Branch.  

Carol's long time friend, Lynne Wilson stated, "You could always count on 
Carol and Phil".  She described them as loyal and faithful to Children's Hos-
pital. Because of their devotion to the Hospital, Children’s Hospital Branches 
were remembered in their Trust.  It was their gracious gift to the children. 



Featured Branch Member: 

Elaine Riggins–
Cacao Branch
I joined Cacao Branch after joining a girlfriend at a Cacao 
Branch luncheon in Emeryville. We just had the most won-
derful time bidding on items. I was so impressed with the 
Cacao Branch ladies and how they had put together the 
event to benefit Children’s Hospital, Oakland. Nia Blakeley 
was the President of the Cacao Branch at the time, and she 
invited me to join the Branch. It truly felt like a family to me 
right away, with all the other wives and mothers who were 
so involved with organizing events to raise money for the 
Hospital. Having moved here from Cleveland, OH in the 
early 1970’s, I was happy to have a group of women with 
whom I really connected.  There were also many personal 
stories that some of the ladies shared about their own 
experiences with the Hospital, either from being patients 
there themselves, or having a child who needed the hospi-
tal. It was clear to me that this hospital was (and is) a crucial 
part of the community where we live, and it’s very important 
that we give back.
 
Is there someone in your Branch you'd like to feature in Twigs? 
Please email susanne@childrenshospitalbranches.org

Cookies 
for Family House
Carol Leslie, Alice Bullard Lifetime achievement winner 
and Hill Branch member extraordinaire donated 700 Otis 
Spunkmeyer cookies to Family House.  A great reminder 
that there are many ways Branch members can contribute.

Save the Date

Lilac's  
Pretty Woman

Annual Fashion Show and Luncheon
Fashions by helen lyall 

April 18, 2018
For information visit:

Lilacbranch.org



104 Years Young, with a Life-Time of  Joy and 
Love for Children and the Hospital

Evelyn Hayes
With a bright smile and a loving and lively gaze, Evelyn 
radiates joy and caring. Our most mature Branch Member, 
Evelyn  Hayes has just celebrated an impressive 104th 
birthday. Evelyn joined Chinquapin in the early 1970's. 
Even before then, she was a very active volunteer at 
Children's as a "play lady". A graduate of University of 
Oregon, class of 1934, she started volunteering by 
bringing toys and books to siblings of the young patients. 
Evelyn would sit and read or play with them, while the 
young mothers were busy with the sick child. One of her 
fondest memories with the Branches is Chinquapin's an-
nual Holiday Bazaar. "We used to get together and make 

crafts of all kinds; little raffia dolls and other crafts. It was 
so much fun!" says Evelyn. "The Chinquapin ladies and 
the Branches are like family. We are really lucky to have the 
hospital to bring us all together and give us an opportu-
nity to be of service to others." In her busy life, Evelyn also 
raised two sons with her late husband, Mr. Webb Hayes. 
She is now the Grande Dame of the family of six grand-
children, 12 great-grand-children and the newest addition 
of two great-great-grand-children. 

"The Chinquapin ladies and the Branches are like family. We are 
really lucky to have the Hospital to bring us all together and give us an 

opportunity to be of  service to others." 
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Dec 22, 2017 (Friday) Winter Ball Hill 
Westin St Francis, San Francisco. For information email chowinterball@gmail.com 

Feb 26, 2018 (Monday)        General Meeting All Branches
OPC Auditorium UCSF Benioff Children's Hospital Oakland. 9:30am-11:30am  

April 11, 2018 (Wednesday) Volunteer Recognition Appreciation Luncheon All Branches
Orinda Country Club. RSVP to Branch Chair 

April 18, 2018 (Wednesday) Pretty Woman Luncheon & Fashion Show Lilac
Hilton Garden Inn, Fairfield. Featuring helen lyall fashions. For information email Lilacbranchch@aol.com or  
visit www.lilacbranch.org

April 29, 2018 (Sunday) Day at the Races Acorn
Golden Gate Fields, Berkeley. For reservations, call Patti Fadelli (510) 526-2107

May 1, 2018 (Tuesday) Shopping Spree Rowan     
Diablo Country Club. For tickets visit www.rowanbranch.org

UPCOMING BRANCH EVENTS


